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The Pauline Year
The 2000™ Anniversary of Saint Paul the Apostle
June 28, 2008 — June 29, 2009

In accordance with the proclamation by Pope BeneX¥d, this year marks the 2080anniversary of the birth of Saint Paul t
Apostle, the Apostle to the Gentiles. Catholics abserving the Pauline Year through June of nexr y@ww.catholic.org
Jan. 2008). Our celebration honors the saint’s ionisto increase and unify the Christian communéggd to revitalize faith
Throughout the year The Spirit is marking the RaulYear with stories and articles about the salif€shis works and his letterg
The last issue looked at the times in which Patgdj what historical and cultura
elements shaped his work as an evangelist and diih. fThis issue begins a
examination of his evangelistic journeys throughlbtters by looking at the place lette
and letter writing held in early Christianity.
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Today when Paul's epistles are read during Masdebiors it's helpful to
imagine the sites, culture and belief systems W in place when the words we|
proclaimed by representatives to the young Christtiammunities. The centurig
collapse and the intent and texture of the wordeeygpower and realism. Although t
characteristics of our culture seem vastly differdran those of the first Christi
communities, the purpose of our lives in their exhtof a Christian community are
vigorously challenged and are no less precarioas those of our Christian ancestors.

This i inted by a N ¢ Letter writing today has evolved, some would sageaherated, into a ver
Nelvsvlgigtgﬁg?;nsied )tl);pel:rr;ic')ssion familiar, almost crude form. We're unlikely to séermal salutations, sophisticate
of St. Paul's Church, Salem N.Y. thought or argument, or eloquent, intimate expoessdf praise, grief, pain or joy, in 3

email. The nuances of communication have been erése technology and the
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consequent expectations of our society. So ther&etr epistles of Paul can seem almost
foreign in their expression and format. But, asiden Acts of the Apostlegritten by Saint Luke, what we know about Paul

and his work comes from his letters or epistleseiif importance cannot be overemphasized. They itlate his energy

beliefs, his vision, the clarity and linearity ashthinking and how he developed as a ChristiareyTélso give insight into the

nature of the people he was addressing, their Isetiiactures and cultural traditions, and the gsiteg that Paul experience
spreading Christianity.

In the first century, letter writing was a poputarm of communication in the Greco-Roman world &all's letters werg
the accepted routine form of communication withire testablished Christian communities. Stanley Stewauthor oflLetter

Writing in Greco-Roman Antiquitysays that we have more than 9000 letters writierearly Christians (Stowers, p.15). The

Christian letter writers followed the traditions thie Greco-Roman writers. Jewish communities aksb their tradition of lette

writing, which influenced the early Christian wriée especially in prayers, blessings, thanksgidng the use of Old Testament

language. Stowers credits Paul with setting thedsted for early Christian letters (Stowers, p.41).

In Greco-Roman society letters served a nudétof functions. They communicated praise or ragho initiated, or ended

relationships with other people; issued orders adenrequests; threatened; consoled; gave or ask@tbagave thanks; and—q
high importance—bestowed honor, to nhame a few.
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Continued on page 6
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Welcome % &() *
for the 2008-09
School year,

Students, Families,
Faculty and Staff !!!

For schedules and more

Education programs,

+) ,—-.

information about ovouth Ministry
go to the St
www.stthomasaqguinas.org/and click on the tabs on the LEFT HAND SIDE of page.

Grades 1-4—meet on Sunday from 10-11:00 AM in the Upper School

Grade 5-12 and R.C.I.C. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children)—meet on Sunday
from 5-7:30 PM in the Lower School with Mass cetbd at 6 PM

Family Religious Educationfor those unable to come to the above,—meets tthe 3r
Saturday of the month from 10-11:30 AM in the/d&aron Room

or Religious
Thomas Aquinas Parish iteebat http://

Pro#

$

Please remember:All parents who wish to visit the school duringhsol

hours or volunteer are required to complete theTBbmas Aquinas Saf
Environment Program. Parents must have a volufiagdge which is require
to be worn while visiting the school. Thank youdlh parents for working
together to keep a safe environment for our childre

Returning School Parents
Please make sure you have completed the Annual exeas Update
Training for 2008. The current volunteer badge isghindy. Please go t
www.stthomasaquinas.oand complete the update training if needed.

New School Parents:

It is required by the St. Thomas Aquinas Church SnHool that all parent
who wish to visit the school during school hoursvoiunteer are require
to attend theFamily of Faith Awareness Training Program. Please go
www.sthomasaquinas.om@nd complete an online screening form and RS
to one of the sessions listed below.

! #"1# % "Il #
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All St. Thomas Aquinas Church Registered Parishiwraad School Parent
who would like to Volunteers in our parish or schowst attend th&amily
of Faith Safe EnvironmenAwareness Training session and obtain
ID badge. Awareness Training is an annual requirdroéthe Diocesan Saf
Environment Policy and is implemented here by thé Safe Environment
Advisory BoardPlease do not bring children to the session. Pleade not
arrive late to the sessionLatecomers will be asked to come on another d
Go to the St. Thomas Aquinas Parish website andh ttee the Safe
Environment section to submit your paperwork online

Family of Faith Awareness Session

Wednesday  September 10, 2008 7-8:00 p.m.  St. Jédamm

Wednesday  October 15, 2008 7-8:00 p.m.  St. JoRepim

Wednesday = November 12, 2008 7-8:00 p.m. St JaRepim
ID Photos/Interviews

Wednesday  September 10, 2008 8-8:30 p.m.  St.Libday

Wednesday  October 15, 2008 8-8:30 p.m.  St. Jiunaty

Wednesday  November 12,2008 8-8:30 p.m.  St. Jumlary
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A Parish School is one of the principal, mc
important and best of the apostolic works g

parish community. This is especially true he

at St. Thomas Aquinas. The School is the
fore primarily intended for the children g
registered and participating member famil
of St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners. T
school also should be supported by
prayers, service and resources of all
contributing members. Eligibility for the
parishioner tuition rate for the 2008-20
school year at St. Thomas Aquinas Sch
will be determined by the parish busing
office based upon two important factg
which indicate active membership a
participation in this parish and are requir
for school families.

1) PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS: Each
family must show a record of consiste
giving on the Sunday collection f{
CHURCH SUPPORT or
REDUCTION Giving should be
MONTHLY and, except in cases of ne
cleared by the parish office, should tot
as a _MINIMUM, $600 PER YEAR
recorded from January to Decemhk
2007. Second collections, which &
commended for additional charitab
giving, are not considered in this total
they do not pertain to_ CHURCE
SUPPORT or DEBT REDUCTION

VOLUNTEER HOURS: Every family
with students currently enrolled in th
school must have a record of contributi
adult volunteer service to the Schg
or to the Parish. These service ho
must total at least 20 hours per househ
for the 2007 calendar year and MUS$
BE LOGGED ON THERENWEBSITE
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Our Scouts had a great time at this year's Olympic
themed District Twilight Camp in June. Then we eelkick off
the Lakewood 4th of July Parade. The summer washia with a
pool and pizza party on Saturday, August 16 at\Whete Rock
YMCA. Returning Scouts were registered at this éven
Preliminary planning for the coming year has alsebdgun under
the leadership of new Cubmaster, Mike Holub. Fopséh
interested, watch for more information on Join Sicmu Night,

scheduled for Thursday, September 11.

Alicia Jahn
Assistant Cubmaster
Pack 43

Above, Pack 43 Cub Scouts proudly march in the halosl 4th of

July Parade.

Below the Webelos and adult parents/leaders, atarpd at
Summer Camp in June at Camp James Ray at Lake Bexom
Photos courtesy of Mike Holub.

101. #
2

We have lost contact with the following 1968 claasss who were born around 1953-1954 and were irclass
between the 1st and 8th grades and did, or would geaduated with us in 1968. Those that are ingoaduation
photo are indicated with a (G) below. We would a&gpate any and all leads on their whereaboutssBlsand any
information to Pete Lampo at safe59@tx.rr.com

Keb Burns

Michael Cass

Paul Cassata (G)
Debbie Dana

Allen Day

Lourdes Delmau (G)
Alice Dunn

Mary Grace Eades
Mary Helen Eley (G)
Vicky Ferguson
Kevin Gannon

Loretta Gerecke (G)
Ann Gonzalez (G)
Kathy Hoyt (G)
Greg Jones

Vicky Lambert
Andy Landon
Scotty Loffin

Miv Miville

Jane McElfresh
Mike McGuire (G)
Kathy Miller

Mary Ann Mizrany

Connie O’Conner
Kathy Parker
Marilee Pickering
Michael Reems
Regina Russo
Margarita Salazar (G)
Lee Thompson
Mary Turrill (G)
Kim Walls

Dale Woodard
Kathy Zwaska

TheSpirit
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Join Our Lady’s Altar Society for our annual "Wetee Back" covered dish luncheon on
Tuesday, September 16 in St. Anne's Hall at 12 nBang your favorite salad, vegetable or dessert

to share. Greet Father Libone, Deacon Ken and dhistPstaff!

Make note of our upcoming schedule:

Tuesday, October 21
Program Meeting, St. Anne Hall, 1 PM.
Mr. Dick Talley will speak. Be prepared to be imsp by the
amazing experiences, stories and ministries tltéde
responding to emergency needs in over 70 countries
as a dedicated volunteer with the Texas Baptist'group.
It has been reported that he has met Mother Theresa

Tuesday, November 18
Program Meeting, St. Anne Hall, 1 PM
Dave Lieber, columnist for the Fort Worth
Star Telegram is an inspirational speaker and
humorist. Better know as the Yankee Cowboy.
His promise to us is to make this the most
fun meeting of the year.

Wednesday, December 3
Begin your Christmas season with your entire
Family at this prayerful candlelit evening Mass
celebrating the birth of our Lord. The Christ
Child. Mass is offered by Fr. John at 6:15 PM,
with a reception filled with good cheer immedigtel
following in St. Anne Hall. As your home nativity
emerges from storage, bring your own baby Jesus
for blessing as you add Him to your creche.
Shower the littlest in need of assistance in our
parish by bringing an unwrapped baby gift for
the White Rose babies.

Tuesday, January 20
Program meeting, St. Anne Hall, 1 PM
Deputy Chief, Jan Easterling, with the North East
Dallas Police Station will be talk with us aboafety
issues for us to know; but she will also share her
experiences of her daily life as a policewoman.

Tuesday, February 17

Tuesday, March 17

Tuesday, April 21

Tuesday, May 19

Program meeting, St. Anne Hall, 1 PM

The famous Tomlins will bring back their wonderful
Antiqgue Road Show for our entertainment and test yo
knowledge about our prized possessions. Learn
something new about something old.

Day & Evening of prayerful Lenten reflection.

Open your heart and deepen your Lenten experieynce
joining us for prayer and recollection led by deaco
Mr. Bill Fobes, from Bishop Lynch High School.

Program Meeting, St. Anne Hall 1 PM

Mr. Michael Cleveland with Central Market will
demonstrate some of those famous Central Market
shortcuts and fabulous recipes.

Installation of New Officers

Usher in the summer break and celebrate a suctgssir
as we install the new Altar Society Officers.

Evening Mass and a reception of light spring azeesi
immediately following in St. Anne Hall. Watch the
bulletin for details.

Chris Gresbacgk
Secretany

6 7 # $(

For those mourning the death of a loved one, a-wieek
Grief Recovery Program will begin on Monday, Septeml5,
at 7:00 p.m. in the rectory. The group will meet fo
nine consecutive weeks, and each session lasts t
hours. The sessions are structured, in a groumgett
and facilitated by experienced counselors. Mond
morning sessions are also available at 10:00 a.
beginning on Monday, September 15. There is a $
charge for materials. For more information and
make reservations, please contact Mary Gilhoo
at dallasmng@aol.com or 214-363-8398, or
Cathy Grimes at 214-328-5112.

%$ # $( 86

The Fall Session of the Divorce Recovery Program
will begin on Tuesday, September 16, 2008 at 7:6Q p
in the St. Margaret Room. The nine wee
program is open to anyone who is strugglin
with issues relating to a divorce or separatio
Participants are invited to work through th
grief associated with their divorce in 4
facilitated and confidential support group.
To make a reservation, please contact Kathy
Michaels Barrett at 214-350-5552 or 3
Kathy@MBDSearch.com.

o Sa x

—
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The Pauline Year
Continued from page 1

Knowing the institutions and
political and social conventions of the
early Roman Empire is helpful to
understanding the letters of early Chris-
tians. There were three sets of social
relationships central to the Greco-
Roman culture: a client-patron
relationship, friendships, and the social
relationships within the household,
which consisted of a combination of
the first two (Stowers, p. 28). Key to
the success of these relationships was a
system of honor. A person’s place in
society was established and sustained
by honor, and it dictated people’s
behavior toward one another. Extant
letters of praise or blame are common.
They were the means of bestowing or
expunging honor.

Roman society, by the time of
Saint Paul in the 1st Century AD, was
hierarchically structured and very class
conscious, starting with the emperor
and aristocrats then free workers,

institutions, starting with the family
were organized hierarchically as well.
Greek, Roman and Jewish households
were large and included immediate
family members, the families of mar-
ried children, freed workers and slaves,
and live-in guests (Stowers, p. 31).
Education and socialization took place
in the household, as did business and
commerce.

In first century classical
Greece and Rome, relationships were
based on the Greek concept of friend-
ship and family, and emphasized equal-
ity in a friendship. Friendship was also
the basis for political alliances. Stowers
says that the concept of friendship in-
fluenced letter writing (Stowers, p. 30)
although letters are often found with
more language about family than
friendship. Most of the letters we have
from antiquity, Stowers says, came
from these kinds of relationships. He
also credits this format with
influencing the Christian letters that
were written. However, he notes, there

Roman households reflected a fogus
on the state of the individual, while
Paul was concerned with the welfgre
and state of the community
(Stowers, p. 42).

Throughout his epistles we
hear Paul encouraging or chastising,
instructing, settling disputes, advising,
comforting, reassuring and blessing the
community at large. Paul regarded him-
self as the representative of Christ sent
to reform gentiles, and his letters
served to mediate his presence and
power to the various churches. He
would return to some of the
communities he had already
established to reassure the stability| of
the church, but these visits were |of
course few and far between, and the
process of conversion required
consistent exhortation and education.
We can see that for a man with|a
mission that covered two continents
and thousands of miles, letters and let-
ter writing were imperative for the sur
vival of Christianity.

1%

agriculture workers and finally is a significant difference; the Susan Schews
slaves (Stowers, p. 28). Social letters written by citizens of Greek and Editor
&(7 *
5 &(2 257 *
Pope Benedict has declared this to be the Morning for the M.O.S.T.Nlen ofSt. Thomas) will begin on

“Year of St. Paul”. Our parish has organized a
study of St. Paul’s letters. We will meet every two
weeks, on Wednesday evening, beginning on
September 17, to study St. Paul's letters to thg
various church communities. The study group will
start at 7 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 9, at 6:30 a.m. in St Anne H&lé
program will help men strengthen their faith, soldaily
struggles, and guide them to be better Catholidkenhome
and at work. Coffee will be ready at 6:15 a.m. @ohfTom
Gilbert 214-205-8303 for more information.

To start off this program, we will have the benefit
of Fr. Sean Martin talking about the Christian wlorl
of the first century and St. Paul's critical role i
bringing Jesus Christ to the Greek world. Fr. Marti
is a distinguished scholar of that time period. He
will be here on Saturday, September 13 to begin ou
study of St. Paul.

Please call the parish office at 214-821-3360 6 (
to register.
Modern Natural Family Planning, based on compreliens
scientific research, is healthy and marriage bagdiA 3-part
series of classes on the highly effective Billinlgethod
will begin on Sunday, September 7 at St. Thomasimagu
For more information and/or to register, contact rivia

Huntress at 214-341-3607 lountress@flash.net

—Ed Lewis

' gl
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While both the '99 and '05 facilities expansion gaigns were
successful in garnering the greater part of th¢epted costs, each e
perienced some shortfall as well as some uncontplgtiedges.
This leaves us with a cumulative debt amount ofual®8.3 million

opportunity to support the Parish Debt EliminatiGampaign in the
coming weeks as our Debt Elimination Campaign 8tge€ommittee

begins its work.

If you have any questions regarding support ofcampaign or would
like to serve on the Debt Elimination Campaign 8tee Committee,
please contact Joyce Limber at jlimber@staschaplParishioners cal
make their contributions, as well as their gen&ahday church dona
tions via bank draft. This is especially easy farighioners who trave
during the summer to keep up their regular donatidtiease see th

parish website for more information.

needed to offset totq
investments made.

Why should this be
important to you and
your family?
Because every housg
hold in the parish in
some way benefits fron
the facilities we have
invested
in. St. Anne’'s Hall,
St. Jude’s Library, the
gyms and meeting
rooms, all provide the
backdrop to our
community’s fulfilling
interactions, celebra
tions and ministries.

Our Lower School ex
pansion and improve
ments to the
Upper School allow ou
youngest students t
grow and learn in the
best possible and age
appropriate
The full spectrum off
our facilities are at
the disposal of many
groups and organiza
tions ... As our
ministries, services an
support  organizations
have grown, so

therefore must our ref

sponsibilities to the

overall improvement
of the parish and
its facilities.

Bring to completion
the good work begun
in the Lord for our
present and our
future. Please reflect
on all that has bee
provided for you in
this community of
St. Thomas Aquinas al
you consider you
pledge. Look for the

settings|

h.

b

d
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Presents The Annual

r 2

October 25, 2008
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

It's time to gear up for another
fabulous day of shopping. If you or
someone you know would like to be a
vendor, please visit our website at

www.OctoberMarket.com
or contact Jennifer Corrigan at
Jennifer-Corrigan@sbcglobal.net or
by phone at 214-265-1594.

Underwriting opportunities are available.
If you would like to support the
Mother's Association, please call Piper Deuschl
at 214-887-8919. Thank you for your support!

* % &

Articles and photographs for the next (October-
November, 2008) edition dthe Spiritare due by

== Wednesday, September 24 at 5:00 PM =
Please e-mail them to Susan Schewe at
srschewe@aol.com or turn them in to the parish
office.

Editor-in-Chief/Publisher—Father John Libone

Editor—Susan Schewe
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In 1963, as they ordered a “general restoratiothefliturgy itself,” the bishops of the Second
Vatican Council acknowledged one musical repertagé'specially suited to the Roman liturgy”:
Gregorian chant. Therefore, they said in the Cang&ih on the Sacred Liturgy Sacrosanctum
Concilium (SC), “other things being equal, [chastould be given pride of place in liturgical
services” (SC, 116).

For thirty-five years, as we have implementedréferm following Vatican Il and learned
to worship in the vernacular, we have strugglediszover why, on the one hand, Gregorian chant
(setting Latin texts) should be a key part of aturgjical repertoire while, on the other hand, vavd looked for music in
various vernaculars that best fits our renewed kiprsas it continues to be adapted to the “natieeigs” of various places
and peoples (SC, 119).

Gregorian chant has a lot going for it: It givegmacy to the voice in worship; it sets texts theg, for the most
part, drawn from Scripture; it is music designedatzompany ritual action; it unites us to the wagrstarried out by
generations of our ancestors; it is music thatiwatently) has only been used to worship God. Birty-five years of
experience have taught us the value (and someeqpitfalls, certainly) of other kinds of music, ethrepertoire that sings
God’s praise, as it were, in our own voice withrsdsitaken from our culture. Sometimes we use Gragahant because it
fits the ritual well. But at other times, the ritiself will suggest the use of other music.

Liturgy has always been affected by local cultueesd it draws on the unique strengths of thostumd—as well
as on the “treasure of sacred music” (SC, 114)ritdtefrom previous generations. What we know asg@rian chant, in
fact, is the product of many cultures: It is simil@ some respects, to chants of the synagoguamdient Hellenic chant and
hymnody, to some early music of the Eastern Chu,ched to secular and religious music of the Figinkiingdom. There
were many musical dialects of the Western Churednevhen the text of the liturgy was chiefly in iratThe music called
“Gregorian chant” had its greatest flowering inkale and German monasteries from the eighth cemturyBut that reper-
toire began to be replaced in the twelfth and elinth centuries by a new kind of music—polyphony-ielwtbecame ever
more elaborate as it grew away from its roots ianth

The Council of Trent (1545-1563) ordered a resimmeof chant, and a serious attempt to accomphighgoal was
made in the seventeenth century, but that pati@fTridentine reform was quickly overwhelmed, onware, by a new kind
of music that entered the churches: baroque. Itr@ally only in the twentieth century, under thedguce of Pope St. Pius
X and through the careful work of the monks of #ishey of St. Pierre de Solesmes, France, that Heatic interpretation
of Gregorian chant became widely available in Eerapd on other continents. The Solesmes methodterfpreting the
chant continued to evolve throughout the twentieghtury, and it is only now, perhaps, that we havmore accurate
understanding of the repertoire—which parts arettierwhole assembly, which should be reservedaiodd singers—and
of how to sing it in such a way that the words iresghe singing. Now that the value of a vernaclitargy is firmly
established, Gregorian chant might once againdiptace in the repertoire of Catholic worship. Newhe time, perhaps, to
introduce or re-introduce this music to the sungship of our communities. But we might best introéut slowly, for just
as we do not exhaust the riches of the liturgyagtince but only discover their true value througgetition, so chant is more
effective when small portions seep in deeply thénermvwe have a whirlwind acquaintance with largengisuof this music
that are then poorly digested.

Chant is meant to serve the liturgy and the thxitthis, it serves as a model for any other musidea to the
repertoire for worship. Our bishops have remindsdhat “the ‘pride of place’ given to Gregorian nhéy the Second
Vatican Council is modified by . . . the importditdirgical and pastoral concerns facing every bgshmastor, and liturgical
musician. In considering the use of the treasurect@nt, pastoral and liturgical musicians shoulketaare that the
congregation is able to participate in the Litusgigh song . . . in order to build up the Churchuinity and peace” (U.S.
Conference of Catholic BishopSing to the Lord: Music in Divine Worship3).

Copyright © 2008 National Association of Pastoralditians.
This article was contributed by Michael Lindner
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Book Review

Circling My Mother
By
Mary Gordon

Throughout my life | have heard girl friends tadlbout their relationships with their mothers. Thevere mostly
complaints about how their mothers were too inditteror too restrictive, intrusive, embarrassingg ¢he vaguest yet worst sin of
all, they “didn’t understand.” My mother and | kedt heads plenty of times too. But without a doualtitof us thrived on our
mothers’ love.

Award-winning novelist, essayist and short stomtev Mary Gordon, widely known for her novels ab@atholic life,
has written a memoir about her mother, Anna Gagli@ordon Circling My Motheris a portrait of a woman who is neither heroic
nor without redemption but who addresses her ohgilhgy life in an honest forthright fashion, guidadd supported by her
Catholic faith and culture. Anna Gordon’s family svan example of a large, mid-century, American waykclass, Catholig
family, of Irish and Italian heritage.

Rather than presenting a chronological list of év@md stages in her mother’s long life the aufteshes out a woman
defined by the spheres of influence in her lifenilg; bosses and work life; physical ailments: ppklcoholism and dementia; her
Catholic faith and relationships with parish prieghe world at large; her husband; and of couesedaughter, Mary. In fact, the
mother-daughter relationship is the engine propglthe novel. Anna Gagliano Gordon was an intafiiggnd ambitious person
independent, proud and determined, yearning, jud¢ghewitty and manipulative, who was devoted to é@ughter and loyal to
family, relished life, and was shaped by the valfdser Catholic upbringing to which she remaintzhdfast.

The author’s father died when she was only a sofaltl, so she was raised by Anna who had alwags ltke bread;
winner in the family. Anna Gordon not only raiseel ldaughter single-handedly, but throughout herkimgrlife she contributed
financially to her family, paying off the mortgagma her parents’ house and helping some of herngibliwith their college
education. Work is, in fact, a hugely importantefaof her life, defining her as an independentcigised woman who valued
herself in part through the contribution she maxethers’ lives.

Anna married late in her life. Her husband waswa Wwho converted to Catholicism. He died when Msrd®n was seven
years old. She sums up her parents’ marriage inense statement, “They should never have marriede author's memory of
her father and mother’s relationship is of a tredhpassionate marriage, and in a cynical momeatesplains that the only reason
for their marriage was to have her in order to fehap” the Catholic Church.

As important as her work life was to Anna Gordewen more so were the Catholic Church and thetpriesher life. To
the very end the Catholic faith guided her valles, conduct, and her relationships. Priests haghadifferent station in the mid
19" century than they do now. They were an integrat githeir parishioners’ social fabric and familgit. Ms. Gordon describe
them as royalty. It was not unusual for the papshkst to join the family for dinner, for whicheHinest linens and table settings
were used, and an outside-the-budget meal prepahey. might show up unannounced to share an evesiming aperitifs and
engaging husbands in serious conversation. Thay ladsl a devoted following of women, particulariyngde woman like
Ms. Gordon’s mother. It was a platonic and spititgdationship, without any innuendo or intrigués la kind of relationship we
can’t imagine existing in today’s climate. For AnBardon it was the most reasonable means to sétisfgpiritual hunger as we|
as to engage in mission or charity work.

Circling My Mother crystallizes the author’s relationship with herth@y in elegant, beautiful, passionate prose. One
lengthy passage toward the end of the book relatesm Gagliano Gordon’s love fakrpege a popular perfumereated by the
French couturiere Jeanne Lanvin. Lanvin createdstiemt for her daughter, whom she adored with booalsuming love which
ultimately destroyed their relationship. Ms. Gordimscribes the logo on the perfume bottle--a woarahchild--pointing out that
the mother figure is so large it dwarfs, even comssi the smaller figure of the child. It becomes etaphor for the author's
relationship with her mother.

At times Ms. Gordon’s memoir is tender and tingéth regret and joy; at times it is clinical, harahd bitter, sounding
like the daughter whose mother “didn’t understarihére is an element of competitiveness throughduth is not unusual in a
mother-daughter relationship. She doesn’t hidexouse her own egoism or competitive urges whenllirgeagainst her mothef
nor does she disguise the pain that is the indeitay-product of their love. Ms. Gordon’s examioatiof her mother, herself and
their relationship is honest, loving and reassyrimith an emotion we can identify and appreciateunselves.

)

* Kk k kk Kk *

Other works by Mary Gordon includéinal PaymentsandThe Company of Womemgvelsabout women, priests, and the
role of faith in their livesMen and Angels, The Other Side, Spendamgl,Pearl Her collections of essays inclu@®od Boys ang
Dead Girls and Other Essays; The Stories of Maryd@o; and three novellas calléithe Rest of LifeShe is perhaps best known
for The Shadow Man: A Daughter's Search for Her Fatleememoir about her father. Mary Gordon’s manydmnsrinclude the
Lila Acheson Wallace-Reader’s Digest Writer's Awaethd she is a three time recipient of the O’'Hefiwyard for Best Short
Story. She teaches writing and literature at Bati@ollege.

Susan Schewe
Editor
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Interested in Becoming Catholic?

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation

for Adults begins on Thursday,

September 4 at 7:30 p.m. in St. Anne
Hall. Classes meet every Thursday
from 7:30- 9:00ish with possible

entrance into the Church on Easter in
April. If you are not already registered
for the class, please come on
September 4, at 7:15 p.m. and talk
with Deacon Rick. For more

information please email Deacon Rick
atdeacrick@airmail.net




