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     Last June Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed this year to be a 
Jubilee Year marking the 2000th anniversary of the birth of 
Saint Paul the Apostle, known as the Apostle to the Gentiles. 
The Pope stressed that ecumenism—unification and improved 
understanding between all faiths—is an important component of 
the Pauline Year, honoring the saint’s dedication to increasing 
and unifying the Christian community, and revitalizing faith. 
     During the course of this year, Vatican officials have pre-
sented planned events and study programs in commemoration 
of Paul; and encouraged pilgrimages to Pauline sites; as well as 
study and meditation programs offering a better understanding 
of Paul’s work; cultural events and special publications. Most 
importantly, a baptistery in the basilica was dedicated as an 
“Ecumenical Chapel” so that people of all faiths could gather in 
prayer (www.catholicnewsagency.com). At Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, Bible Study groups have studied the Epistles of Paul. 
A weekly class with the Little Rock Scripture Study has been 
looking at his captivity letters and a bi-monthly class has  
studied the entire body of writing attributed to Paul. 
     Throughout the year The Spirit has observed the Pauline 
Year with stories and articles about the saint’s life, his works 
and his letters. The following essay looks at the Epistle to the 
Colossians, which is said to be one of his richest. 

—Susan Schewe 
Editor 
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     As Lent has drawn to an end and we have celebrated the  
Resurrection of Christ, this is perhaps a good time to study  
St. Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians; in the letter Paul defines the 
nature of Christ and how his death on the cross solidified our 
union with God, reconciling us to Him, and canceling our debt. 
     Colossians was written as a warning against false teachings. 
This letter is believed to have been written while an older Paul 
was in prison in Rome. It addressed the community of Colos-
sae, which Paul never actually visited; it was off the beaten 
track of his journeys (New Advent, Epistle to the Colossians, 
2009). However, he was aware of the community and problems 
it was having through Epaphras, who had established the com-
munity. (In verse 23 of his letter to Philemon Paul refers to 
Epaphrus as his fellow prisoner.)   
 

Continued on page 4  
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Our summer dates have been announced: 
 

Friday, July 31 - Sunday, August 2 
 
A blend of spiritual and practical 
talks, reflection, and prayer are 
combined with useful tools  
designed to improve communica-
tion and your relationship with 
your spouse — even if it's good 
now. All this is done from a 
Catholic perspective, with an  
understanding of marriage as a 
sacrament. For more information 
or to sign up go to the St. Thomas  
Aquinas Parish website, at 
www.stthomasaquinas.org.  If you 

have questions please contact Stevie or Doug Moon at  
214-340-3838 or stitchcat22@gmail.com. 
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 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School held its annual auction fundraiser at The Belo Mansion and Pavilion in 
downtown Dallas’s historic Arts District on Saturday, February 28, 2009.  Sponsored by the St. Thomas Aquinas  
Parents’ Association, the event called “Shaken Not Stirred” paid homage to Ian Fleming’s spy hero, James Bond, and 
played host to over 500 guests. Attendees were encouraged to wear Bond-inspired attire. The event featured a gourmet 
seated dinner, a silent and a live auction; and when bidding concluded, a “Disco Volante” and Casino Royale opened. 
 
 Event planners played off the Belo’s traditional interior, transforming the mansion’s ballroom to resemble  
the elegant hotels of the French Riviera frequented by Agent 007.  Items up for auction included a “Diamonds Are  
Forever” custom jewelry piece, and great trips to The Windy City, the California coast and a Five-Star getaway to  
Cabo San Lucas. Sport packages and a private home dinner for 10 with Chef Tre Wilcox, of Top Chef and Abacus 
fame, were also popular. 
 
 According to event co-chair Pam Manahan, the St. Thomas Aquinas class art projects drew the most interest 
from parents. Guided by parent volunteers, St. Thomas classes from preschool through eighth grade contribute a group 

art project to the auction.  This year, the creativity was taken to a 
new level. The night’s biggest draw was the first grade’s metal 
wind sculpture, called “Kinetic Prayers,” a 15-foot tall outdoor 
sculpture with special messages to God written by the first grade 
students, and engraved onto steel blades cast in lovely, rhythmic 
shapes to capture the breeze. Guests were also eager to score the 
job of ‘Principal for the Day’ for their children, as well as coveted 
reserved parking spots at each campus for the school year. 
 
 Co-chair Lisa Youngblood adds, “On behalf of the  
St. Thomas community, I’d like to offer our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the support of local businesses and individual  
donors. In the midst of a tough economy, they generously donated 
the largest variety of silent auction items we’ve ever received, 
from jewelry and clothing to home accessories, restaurant  

certificates and sporting event tickets. We are also blessed to have an incredible group of creative talents within the 
school family. We appreciate their meaningful in-kind donations. Their inspired creative contributions from invitations, 
to event details, signage, and our auction book and guide provided guests a lot of levity and a fun, clever escape.  
Additionally, we are very thankful to our generous underwriters, who ensured all event costs were covered before the 
night of the event. What a great feeling to know that every dollar raised will directly impact our school, and ultimately, 
our children.” The total raised was $240,000.  
 
 St. Thomas Aquinas School is a Lakewood-area parochial school that has educated pre-school though junior 
high students for over 60 years. The school today is comprised of over 500 student families. Funds raised through  
underwriting and the silent and live auction benefit St. Thomas Aquinas educational programs and help provide student 
financial aid. For more information about St. Thomas Aquinas School, please visit www.staschool.org. 
 

—Katrina Benedict, St. Thomas Aquinas  
Parents’ Association  Public Relations Chairperson 
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Pictured above is a beautiful 2nd grade  
art project entitled Saints.  
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Above are Jeff and Jessica  
Burrow. Jessica is President of 
the St. Thomas Aquinas Parents’ 
Association.  

Above are Joan Grinbergs and Diane 
Mayor, Co-chairs of the  
Live Auction.  

In the photo at left are Lisa 
Youngblood and Pam Manahan,  
Co-chairs of the 2009 St. Thomas 
Aquinas School Auction.  
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St. Thomas’ Green Team has been recognized for its school-wide efforts by the City of Dallas as part of the Mayor’s Environmental  
Excellence Awards program. On April 8, the Green Team Chairpersons, Mrs. Austin and Mrs. Vlasimsky, were accompanied by student 
Green Team representatives Matthew Brewer, Isabel Tschurr and Dillon Paschall to City Hall. Our school received one of only three  
Environmental Excellence Awards given to Dallas schools, and had the opportunity to meet the Mayor and Dallas City Council  
members. Congratulations to all our students and their families for their efforts in making St. Thomas Aquinas a greener environment,  
and to the Green Team Committee for their outstanding work! 

—Joyce Limber 
Development Director 
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 The majority of Colossians were Gentile  
converts of Greek and Phrygian ethnicity. Scholars 
believe that the teachers spreading the false doctrines 
could have been Jews or Judaizing Christians, Gnostics 
or Essenes, to name a few (New Advent, Epistle to the 
Colossians, 2009). Among the doctrines they were 
spreading were proscriptions against certain foods, the 
observation of feast days and the worship of angels. 
Angels played a part in early apocryphal books  
of the Jews, and many Jews believed that material 
things had special angels. (New Advent, Epistle to the 
Colossians, 2009). 
 
 Paul responds to this in Colossians with some 
of the most lyrical and impassioned language in his 
epistles. We read in verses 15 through 20 in Chapter 
One, his belief that Christ is the “image of the invisible 
God,” that all creation, on earth and in heaven, includ-
ing the church, exists because of Christ, through Christ 
and after Christ (verses 16-17). Thus he emphatically 
defines Christ’s supreme nature over all (including 
angels.) He also reminds the Colossians that by dying 
on the cross, Christ reconciled sinners to God. 
 
 Paul’s warnings against false teachers turn up 
in Chapter Two (Col. 2:8) starting with his council 
against “empty, seductive philosophy that follows mere 
human traditions,” and doesn’t rely on the gospel. In 
verse 16 he directly addresses the false doctrines being  
 

spread by writing that no person may dictate which 
feast days can be observed or foods be eaten. Verse 18 
admonishes the people not to allow anyone to “rob” 
them of “the prize”—Christ—by advocating the  
worship of angels. Followers of Christ, he writes are 
not bound by worldly rules, which are shallow  
affectations of piety and humility. 
 
 The remainder of Colossians instructs the 
members of the community how to treat each other. He 
begins Chapter 3 reminding them to prepare themselves 
to become one with Christ when he comes (Col. 3:1-4). 
 
 At a time of uncertainty and anxiety in the 
world, and especially at this time of the liturgical year, 
when our hearts are simultaneously reflecting penitence 
for our sins and joy in the resurrection of Christ, Paul’s 
Letter to the Colossians speaks directly to our hope for 
Christ’s second coming, for the absolution of our sins, 
and for relief from suffering. Paul’s exhortations in the 
third chapter for men and women, children and slaves 
and masters to put aside greed, differences, and petty 
jealousies and  replace them with kindness, humility, 
and above all, mercy and compassion; to love their 
neighbors and to care for each other reaches through the 
centuries and speaks to us still. 

 
—Susan Schewe 

Editor 
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The Conversion of  

Saint Paul, fresco  

by Michelangelo 

1542 
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     On Saturday evening, April 5 under a soft springtime sky 
the fourth annual Evening at the Lake, St. Vincent de Paul 
fundraiser took place on the lawn at the lakeside home of 
Gus and Karen Pellizzi. 
     Nearly 230 people attended the event which is held every 
year to raise money to feed and assist the poor in our  
community. The evening included a dinner, a silent and live 
auction, presided over by NBC Channel 5 reporter Brendan 
Higgins. The event had a tropical theme with music provided 
by the band, Key West. Food was prepared and displayed for 
the second year by Karen Watts, a chef and member of the 
Grande Dame d’Escoffier. Venders, restaurants and caterers 
provided appetizers and drinks. Almost $32,000 was  
raised from the auctions and ticket sales. Many thanks to all 
those who contributed to the success of this worthy event. 

—Susan Schewe 
Editor 

 

�
��������������	
��

� ����

�� � 
���� � ��

��
��� �������	
������

�������������
�������������������

���� �!���"��#�$���
%��
�#
� 
��"��&�������'�(�
%� ��)�
�� �

�
����* ��  
�
��

��+��
 ����

��
 ��
,�
���
������&�-�
�������

��'�(�
%� ��)�
�� ����
 ��,�� 
��' �

����
2��"�	
�������������	(�����
"������$��������������2��"�	
�������������	(�����
"������$��������������2��"�	
�������������	(�����
"������$��������������2��"�	
�������������	(�����
"������$��������������� ���

������
�3�����	��������������
�3�����	��������������
�3�����	��������������
�3�����	�������� ������	�	�������	�	�������	�	�������	�	� ��	�4��	�4��	�4��	�4����
 

Wednesday, May, 27, 2009 
at 5:00 PM 

 
Please send items by e-mail to Susan Schewe, Spirit Editor, at 
srschewe@aol.com by the deadline. You may also drop them  
at the Parish Office. If you need more information please call 
Kathy Baker at the Parish Office at 214-821-3360 ext. 231.  
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During the Girl Scout Sunday Mass on March 8, 2009 girls from several troops were recognized for earning  
Religious Medals and Girl Scout Service Awards. Congratulations to the following: 

42 girls from the 2nd Grade Brownie Troop earned the Family of 
God medal. They learned about traditions of their own families  
and of their church family. The girls are Alexandra Alley,  
Emily Anderson, Breanna Beckham, Katie Benedict, Sinclaire Black, 
Adrienne Bland, Victoria Braden, Cati  Cabra, Brianna Corrie,  
Ellen Daly, Abby Doderer, Meagan Ford, Scarlett Fulmer,  
Natalia Galaviz, Brianna Garza, Katie Hammonds, Nikka Hayes, 
Hope Hill, Mikayla Holter, Olivia Hudgens, Laney Killingsworth, 
Channing Lilley, Olivia McLean, Harlan Miller, Grace Mooney, 
Elizabeth Motes, Jacqueline Murguia, Madison Neri, Sophie Palma, 
Porter Pechauer, Kendall Platt, Claire Polak, Samantha Ramirez, 
Emily Ranspot, Janae Rimmer, Sophia Rogers, Isabelle Sanchez, 
Maggie Savage, Janie Shives, Reghan Stuecheli, Ailish Tierney,  
and Lauren Youngblood.   

26 girls from the 4th Grade Junior Troop earned the Our Lady of Guadalupe  medal. They learned about not only 
the visitation that occurred with Juan Diego, but more about the prayers of the rosary and the Girl Scout Promise 
and Law. Each girl made a special cross that contains various symbols of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The girls who 
earned this medal are Sophia Bartlett, Adrianna Braden, Carter Brannon, Lauren Campagna, Nikki Capron,  
Alejandra Chapa, Allie Costa, Ceara Daly, Claire de la Rosa, Darby Faust, Mira Fountain, Cailey Garcia,  
Renata Garza, Marifer Hernandez, Avery Hill, Elena Jones, Amanda Maceda, Emily Narvaez, Audrey Paetzel, 
Jessica Taylor, Hannah Theodore, Derrian Thompson, Niamh Tierney, Meghan Todora,  Camille Uzee,  
and Reese Vandeven. 

26 girls from the 5th Grade Junior Troop earned the Girl Scout Bronze Award. For their service project they 
worked with the elderly at C.C. Young and hosted monthly parties for the residents. Through this opportunity to 
interact with the lovely residents at C.C. Young, they have a better understanding of the elderly and their daily 
lives – and the girls have a more well-rounded picture of the world around them and the different ways that people 
are living within it. The girls are Ashley Austin, Allison Chaffin, Lamar Chairez, Hannah Cheesar, Eliza Davis, 
Kameron Franklin, Caitlin Fraser, Francesca Goncalves, Hannah Hilliard, Madeline Ibarra, Allie Irving,  
Lydia Jekot, Kate Lacina, Isabella Limber, Taite Lozano-Brown, Jillian McAlone, Alyssa Mendoza, Marie Meyer, 
Natalie Nunez, Lea Papanicolaou, Lauren Rehman, Tanisha Rimmer, Shauna Seidel, Sofia Sendra, Abby Sowder, 
and Olivia Wagner. 

16 girls from the 6th Grade Junior Troop also earned the Girl Scout Bronze Award.  For their service project  
they completed a project designed to serve a variety of animals in our community. The girls held a Dog Wash 
Fundraiser benefitting Operation Kindness, they collected donations for the Animal Protective League, each girl 
also volunteered at the Dallas Zoo during their annual Boo at the Zoo event and lastly the girls designed, built and 
installed animal shelters for several expectant mother rabbits and goat at nearby Camp Bette Perot. The girls are 
Emily Bartlett, Annie Best, Madeleine Burrow, MacKenzie Carton, Camille Farrar, Kristen Gregory,  
Allie Hafertepe, Naomi Hayes, Hannah Higgins, Taylor Holder, Bridget Hoofard, Emily Ramos,  
Adriana Rodriguez, Sofia Schleppenbach, Zoe Staniszewski, and Maggie Vlasimsky. 

11 girls from the 8th Grade Cadette Troop earned the Girl Scout Silver Award. For their service project they built 
"memory stations" in an Alzheimer’s unit at Community Care Center of Garland. These memory stations, located 
throughout the hallways and in the enclosed garden, consist of Flag Wall - which is a tribute to veterans of WWII 
and contains collages and a uniform shadow box; a mural of a 1950's juke box; a mural of a Library bookshelf, a 
vintage Lady's hat rack; a quilt station which contains a quilt made by the girls, vintage spools and clothespins;  
an artist’s easel with painting and paint supplies; a handyman's pegboard; and a memory garden which also  
consists of a picket fence mural and garden implement section. Congratulations to the following girls:  
Sarah Archer, Molly Benavides, Rachel Grinbergs, Maddie Hoofard, Cecilia Ibarra, Kay Ideker, Christina Lucio, 
Liza Marhanka, Brenna O'Leary, Elizabeth Slovak, and Lori Subialdea. 

—Joyce Limber, Girl Scout Leader/Mom 
Development Director 



Page Seven                 The Spirit 

����
�	�����,��*���#	��	�
������(	����	�����,��*���#	��	�
������(	����	�����,��*���#	��	�
������(	����	�����,��*���#	��	�
������(	���� ���
 
 
 The Little Flower Missionary Society will hold its next meeting 
Thursday, May 21, at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in the St. Maron 
Room from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 
 
 Since this is the last meeting before Summer, we will be  
discussing the “Fun day” activities during June, July, and August.  
Ideas and suggestions will be very helpful. 
 
 After the meeting we will play BINGO and have lunch. Bring 

your sandwich and drinks and join us for a fun day. 
 
 Everyone is welcome—please come. 
 

—Carol White 

Thank you to Joyce Limber for the photographs.  

Girl Scouting is a very popular activity, and a long-time tradition, at St Thomas Aquinas School 
and Parish, and with some members/troops in High School, the total number of participating 
girls add up to more than 300 scouts. There are about 80 registered leaders/cookie moms/camp 
moms. It is a wonderful group in which to be a member! They have such fun events, such as 
campouts, community service projects, and much more. In the above left photo, is an 8th grade 
troop who hosted a recent campout and served as MC of the skit night. Pictured in the above 
right photo, is a 7th Grade St. Thomas Aquinas Troop, who hosted the Sunday morning prayer  
service for the campers.  

—Sandy Stansbury, Girl Scout Leader/Mom/ and  
St. Thomas Aquinas Girl Scout Coordinator 

#����-	����(����5�*�#����-	����(����5�*�#����-	����(����5�*�#����-	����(����5�*�� ���



St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church 
6306 Kenwood Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75214-3018 
 
 
 Change Service Requested 
 Return Postage Guaranteed 
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