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In 1950, in a Papal Bull titled “MunificentissumbDgus”
Pope Pius Xl defined church dogma for the Assuompbf the
Blessed Virgin Mary. In the document he stated that Virgin,
having bypassed original sin through her Immaculz@eception
was not subject to the “law of remaining in theraption of the
grave,” and didn't have to wait until the end ofné for the
“redemption of her body” (#5 Munificentissumus Deu3he
Pope then declared—for the glory of God who pouktid
affection onto her, for the honor of her Son, fug increase of her
own glory, and for the exultation of the Church—divinely
revealed dogma of the Virgin's Assumption:

“that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into
heavenly glory.” (#44 Munificentissimus Deus;
www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC)

The Bible doesn’t explicitly assign a date, plaoe
manner of death for the Virgin, but early narrasiieom the &

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School is excited teeilra
new, updated school logo! The new logo depicts
beautiful
lettering. The Rose Window design was selected 4
single, recognizable image which is specific toT®tomas
Aquinas Parish. Parishioners Sharon LeJeune and
Munsterman of Monster Design generously contriby
their extensive time and talents in developing treawv
image for the school. We look forward to its userfmny,
many years.
—Joyce Limber
St. Thomas Aquinas School, Director of Developm|
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and 8" centuries ascribe the Virgin's last years to hagen sper
in either Jerusalem or Ephesus, and posit thatdge: betwee
three to fifteen years after the Ascension of Qh({Satholic
Encyclopedia, 2008). A number of writers from eatlnturies
mention Mary’s bodily assumption, though scholaxsdaty
guestion the authenticity of their writings. St.e@ory of Tours i
one of the earliest church writers from the Wesdddress Mary’
Assumption into heaven (New Advent Catholic Encpeldia).

In the East, the eighth century Scholastic, St.n. h
Damascene wrot&hree Sermons on the Dormition of the Vir 1,

an elegant, detailed and faith-filed document, rehe he
describes the life of the Virgin and the specid thhat God gav
her, her death, and the ascent of her soul andddbyr into heave
through the grace of God (Internet Medieval Soupoéh Oct.
1998). St. John Damascene was a priest, one ofatteGreel
fathers. He is believed to have been born in 6768 died
sometime between 754 and 787 (New Advent.) He wasvh as
a compiler of the written works of early ecclesizat writers. In
his first sermon on the Dormition—as it was caliledhe Easter
church—John asks “How does the source of life ghssugh
death to life?” and answers the question with agutnt an
beautiful metaphor describing the Assumption of\firgin:

continued on page 5.

The stained glass
window at the left
depicting the
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin is
located on the left
hand side of the nav
in St. Thomas
Aquinas Church

over the second arch.
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St. Thomas Aquinas School is amping up for its égyd-all event, the School of Rock

Carnival. The weekend set kicks off with Bingo Nigim Friday, September 18 at 5:30pm
and rocks on into the Carnival celebration on Sktyr September 19 starting at noon —
both events will be held at the upper school campilsparishioners, neighbors, friends

and groupies are encouraged to join in the femiu/it

School of Rock Carnival —Saturday, September 19 &k off:
Midway Mayhem — Let the games begin

Food & Beverage — Local sustenance extraordinaire
Battle of the STArs Talent Show — STA's own geatky

Rock the Cashbox Score the Loot - Raffle Tix

Purchase your Carnival raffle tickets today to tipet prizes-palooza! Drawings for $1000 Galleriat @&rd, $600 in
groceries, $500 Neiman Marcus Gift Card, plus ai“Will Rock You” package that includes a Nintendadi \®ystem
and games and MUCH more!!

Kick It Up with Football Unplugged

Take a knee in the new tent, and catch up on vghaappening in college football while still rockiih'out at Carnival.
Dedicated beer station, misting fans and big sciBés featuring Michigan State vs. Notre Dame atOpr&, and
UT vs. Texas Tech at 7pm. Get your front row seat.

Night Moves
The fun rocks into the evening with bands Wickedakd, BlackJack and an encore performance of kest'y hottest
group, Parental Advisory....... on into the night!

Middle School Dance

6", 7" and & grade parish kids are ready to rock their schapFdday, Sept. 18om 7-10pm in St. Anne Hall.
$5 entry gets you in, plus pizza, drinks and padsng with a DJ to keep the tunes cranking. Contaéinne McAlone
atjomacl@swhbell.nefor the full lowdown.

Extreme Baking Needed — Cake Wheel A-Go-Go

Donate a cake (or many cakes) for the Midway garhe, Cake Wheel. Cakes can be dropped off on Frisagt.18 in
St. Anne Hall, or on Sept. 18 in carpool lines@thbschools. For each cake you donate, you getryame in a drawing
for $25 worth of Midway tickets! Set your timerdonate a cake on Friday, 9/18.

Wearable Art — School of Rock T's

Step out and be a poser in your original STA SchafolRock t-shirt today. Download your order fornorn
RenWeb and fill out, or contact Holly Davis at lyallavis @sbcglobal.net for more info. Carnival Tsbiay is coming
up — Friday, 9/18.

Rock Solid Volunteer Opps — Sign Up Now

Make sure to contact your child’'s homeroom mom aigth up for your required one-hour carnival “roadierk.”
To lend your street cred and serve your parislaggleontact Tish Yoxajox@sbcglobal.nedr Christine Reagan Loh,
christinereaganloh@yahoo.cdamvolunteer at Carnival and Bingo.

School of Rock Carnival Beverage Tent sponsoresidmrcon...... Bingo Night sponsored by The Wright FirhPLFootball
Unplugged sponsored by Tim & Melissa Wafford. Bands sponsored by The Harrah Family. Middle School Dance
sponsored by Lakewood Orthodontics. Field/Inflatables sponsored by Greg & Ca@aurtwright......... Midway sponsored by
Professional Bank.... Talent Show sponsored_by Mike & Holly Davis. Raffle Kid Incentives sponsored by
Steven M. Hain Company... Paparazzi Pics sponsored by Eduardo & KBrigtingham...... Preschool Games
sponsored by M Salan... Rock Band Booth sponsored by Quality HighkTService.....
Jailhouse Rock sponsored by BackMenders Rock Star Face Paint sponsored by Lakevidgt

St. Thomas Aquinas School of Rock Carnival...going ki to school has never been so much fun!
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We were honored to have Bishop Kevin Farrell celedat the Back to
School Mass at St. Thomas Aquinas on Sunday, ARisAfter
Mass he greeted parishioners and school families.

Kindergarten teddy bear picnic

8th grade boys in ties!
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The intrepid Scouts of Troop 43 held
their annual Summer Camp at Lake
Texoma this year. Braving triple-digit
temperatures, flying catfish, and
mosquitoes the size of small birds, the
boys honed their skills in camping,
fishing, boating, water-safety and
photography. The boys will apply
their new-found skills to earning Merit
Badges. In the photo, supplied by
Dallas Neeley, the happy campers
pose with their Troop flag.

Scouting focuses on individual and
group achievement, building charac-
ter, community involvement, and
having fun. All eligible young men
are encouraged to join Scouting at
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish. For
information on Boy Scout Troop 43
(ages 11 through 17) please see the
Troop's web page

—Jim Krieger
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Join the St. Thomas Aquinas Knights of Columh
Council #11937 by attending our upcoming 1st Deg
Ceremony on Monday, Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. in
St. Thomas Aquinas Uppe
School Cafeteria. This
Degree Ceremony will be
our first of the 2009-201(
Fraternal Year and wg
would encourage al
Catholic men of our Paris

to become brother Knights.

The Knights of Columbus is

an organization of Catholi¢

men dedicated to charity

unity, fraternity, patriotism,
and family life. If you're looking for a way to bmore
involved in fellowship and service with other Cdito
men in the Parish who put Faith into action, cowie j
our fast growing council. You'll be on board justtime
to assist in the great events we have schedulethéo
fraternal year.

Who: Prospective members (Any practical Cathol
man at least 18 years of age)

What:  First Degree Ceremony

When: Monday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Where: St. Thomas Aquinas Upper School Cafeteria

Why: http://www.kofc.org/about/join/index.cfm

If you're planning to attend or have any question
please contact Eric Delgado at 214-850-0868 or
email: eric@delgado.com .
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A Parish School is one of the principal, most intaot and best of
the apostolic works of a parish community. Thigspecially true
here at St. Thomas Aquinas. The School is therefoimarily

intended for the children of registered and paptitng member
families of St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners. Thhost also

should be supported by the prayers, service amdiress of all the
contributing members. Eligibility for the parishientuition rate
for the 2009-2010 school year at St. Thomas Aquasool will

be determined by the parish business office bagmuh uwo

important factors which indicate active membershigmd

participation in this parish and are required fehiaol families.

1) PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS: Each family must showexord
of consistent giving on the Sunday collection to URCH
SUPPORT or DEBT REDUCTIONEach registered school family
should contribute monthly, with an annual cumulkatbontribution
of at least $600 as the norm, recorded from JaneaByecember
2008. Second collections, which are commended falitianal
charitable giving, are not considered in this tatalthey do not
pertain to CHURCH SUPPORT or DEBT REDUCTION

2) VOLUNTEER HOURS: Every family with students cemtly

enrolled in the school must have a record of cbuating adult
volunteer service to the School or to the Parishest service
hours must total at least 20 hours per househaldtife 2008
calendar year and MUST BE LOGGED ON THEENWEBSITE

PROVIDED.
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Assumption from page 1

“O how can she obey the law of nature, who, in cortving, surpasses the boundaries of nature? How rer
spotless body made subject to death? In order to balothed with immortality she must first put off mortality, since
the Lord of nature did not reject the penalty of dath. She dies according to the flesh, destroys déaby death, and
through corruption gains incorruption (fqora [164]thn afgarsin carizetai ), and makes her death the source of
resurrection. O how does Almighty God receive wittHis own hands the holy disembodied soul of our Lord Mother!
He honours her truly, whom being His servant by naire, He made His Mother, in His inscrutable abyssfomercy,
when He became incarnate in very truth. We may welbelieve that the angelic choirs waited to receivihly departing
soul. O what a blessed departure this going to Gaaf thine. If God vouchsafes it to all His servantsand we know that
He does--what an immense difference there is betweglis servants and His Mother. What, then, shall wecall this
mystery of thine? Death? Thy blessed soul is natullg parted from thy blissful and undefiled body, ard the body is
delivered to the grave, yet it does not endure inahth, nor is it the prey of corruption. The body ofher, whose
virginity remained unspotted in child-birth, was preserved in its incorruption, and was taken to a bétr, diviner
place, where death is not, but eternal life. Justsathe glorious sun may be hidden momentarily by thepaque moon, it
shows still though covered, and its rays illuminehe darkness [165] since light belongs to its essendt has in itself a
perpetual source of light, or rather it is the souce of light as God created it. So art thou the permial source of true
light, the treasury of life itself, the richness ofgrace, the cause and medium of all our goods. Arififor a time thou art
hidden by the death of the body, without speakingthou art our light, life-giving ambrosia, true happiness, a sea of
grace, a fountain of healing and of perpetual blegsg. Thou art as a fruitful tree in the forest, andthy fruit is sweet in
the mouth of the faithful. Therefore | will not call thy sacred transformation death, but rest or goig home, and it is
more truly a going home. Putting off corporeal thirgs, thou dwellest in a happier state.”(Sermon |, From St. John
DamasceneOn holy images, followed by three sermons on tiseiAption.Translated by Mary H. Allies. London: Thomas
Baker, 1898. Scanned by Gabriel Caswell and Dpi&te J. Shoemaker. Prepared for HTML by Dr. Steghé&hoemaker.
Paul Halsall, ORB Sources Editor. Internet MedieS8alurcebook.) St. John Damascene, with these wodispares the
Assumption of the Virgin to the sun, whose raysutih briefly blocked by the moon, is no less tharse of light.

Traditionally, the Assumption of the Virgin is defgd in art, already raised from her tomb, borrtlonds, floating
amidst crowds of cherubim and seraphim, while @mehebound apostles and other faithful stand beédgwthe empty tomb,
in a state of bewilderment and abandonment, fapagned and arms reaching up as if to pull her batle Renaissance
painters created dramatic and emotional images witing skies, and dramatic cloud formations, twig bodies and
dramatic light and shadow. There is an excitemamtair of expectation as well as portent and mgajiesthese paintings.
The Virgin is no longer the half-girl-half womargtire with features that sadly and poignantly fdkre@érist’s sacrifice.
As is described by St. John Damascene in his hostily is a woman who has fulfilled her destinysemiand glorified, and
assured a place in heaven.

—Susan Schewe
Editor, The Spirit

2 year old Nathan has received more than 250 biemsfusions "#$
and needs your help. St. Thomas Aquinas Catholig¢@h
September 27—8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.—St. Joseph Room

Contact: Andrea Vitek, 469-258-5408, or Mike Halt&nights of # .
Columbus, 972-670-6173. Walk ins are welcome. Rldzave a % &
good meal and drink plenty of fluids before youmdtion. For ()

more information go to Carter BloodCare at carmodtare.org or (* $

call 1-800-DONATE-4. $#
Giving blood once a year is a good idea. Givingoldldwice a year e

is a great idea. The need is 24/7. And your gifekena difference. ' "
Give blood. Often. 0 $
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President of Human Life International

Benefiting
The White Rose Women's Center
Saturday, October 3, 2009
Brookhollow Golf Club
8301 Harry Hines Blvd, Dallas 75235

Mark your calendars for this interesting eve
benefitingThe White Rose Women's Centelocal
Catholic crisis pregnancy center that assists wo
in making life-affirming choices. If you would likg
to purchase a table or individual tickets please-q
tact the White Rose at 214-821-6292.

The St. Thomas Aquinas Right to Life Committee
invites all of you, our brothers and sisters,
participate in the2009 Hike for Life Texas The
event is orSeptember 26atWhite Rock Lake. Get
your team geared up and challenge your friend
raise funds for the most innocent among us. EV
$625 raised saves another life. Please visit the w

site www.hikeforlifetexas.com Proceeds from this

event go to support the crisis pregnancy cen
throughout the state. Can’t make the Hike? No p

lem, consider donating to our team, for more inf
mation please call K.C. Moreland 214-632-4062.
—Ronda Moreland

Coordinator, St. Thomas Aquing

Right to Life Committee

%

This fall, September 23 to November 1, our comt
nity will be joining thousands across the nati
for the largest pro-life mobilization in history the
40 Days for Life campaign. The most visibl
component of our local campaign is the peacs
24 x 7 prayer vigil which will be held outsid
an abortion center, located just north of downtow

Our Diocesan-wide challenge for this campaign i
find enough prayer volunteers to hold vigil duri

ALL overnight hours (7 PM to 7 AM). Men's

groups are encouraged to adopt a night shift of2
hours, weekly. Prayer volunteers are asked to g
up for a one-hour slot weekly. To join our pray
vigil, please contact Amy at 214-244-0883
amypolcari@yahoo.com

—Amy Polcari
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Please join us for our first general meeting of tear to hean
Patrick Magee, Principal of St. Thomas Aquinas GlthSchool,
speak about the elementary school and preschodtiandsion for the
future. Start thinking of your questions and e-ntagém by Sunday
September 20, to robkip@swbell.reethject line: Patrick Magee. Th
is a great opportunity to get your questions anttems addressed.

(7]

Childcare and light

breakfast will be

provided. Please make

your reservations fo
childcare by Monday, Sept 21 by e-mailing Laurie riBla at
Idarlak@earthlink.net

,775.9
Join the St. Thomas Aquinas Mothers’ Associatioariie
Saturday, September 26, 9:00 AM at White Rock Lake
Bring the whole family to walk the 5K
and stay for food and fun afterward at the Big Khic
Go to www.hikeforlifetexas.corfor details and registration
Questions? Contact Wendy Nevitt — wendy@nevitt.com

89 !
“Do you not understand this parable?’is a
question Jesus posed to his disciples (Mark
4:13). Join us this Fall Session with a new 6 week
study, theParables of the Kingdombeginning
September 22 and 25. “Green” signup is available
at the St. Thomas website or after all Masses
September 19-20. We gather each week on
Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. or Friday at 10:00 a.m. The
Friday session offers FREE babysitting. For moferimation call Louis
Freitas at 214-340-5692 or Irene Benavides at 2047874.

! 12

Mornings for the M.O.S.T. (Men of St. Thomas) wéltart their fall
session on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:15 a.m..irAi8te’s Hall.
This year's program will continue to utilize Sigrgte How To Be a
Catholic Man in the World Todafor topics of discussion in a small
group format. Prior attendance of last year’s paagis not required. Cof-
fee will be ready at 6:15 a.m. Contact Tom Gilb2t¥4-205-8303 for
more information.
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The next Christ Renews His Parish retr

eat

weekend is October 17 & 18 for the men and

October 24 & 25 for the women. You can s
up online atwww.stthomasaquinas.orgr call
Sean Myers at 214-289-5936. If you are look
to have a closer relationship with God, or Y
are looking to learn more about our Cathe
Faith, or looking to meet new people in {
parish and find ways of getting involved, or
of the above, then this retreat is for you.
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